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Subject Text/Program Publisher Description 

Religion 
We Believe We 
Are the Church  

Sadlier 

Students learn about: the Life of Jesus, the 
Seven Sacraments, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Four Marks of the Church.  Students 
also learn the Apostles Creed and other 
prayers which we recite daily. 

Math 

Progress in 
Mathematics, 
Supplemental  

Materials 

Sadlier-Oxford 

Through the use of a textbook, practice 
workbook and supplemental materials, 
students learn how to regroup in addition 
and subtraction, tell time to the minute, and 
count money in order to compute change.  
Students also study geometry, 
measurement, and graphing.  Throughout 
the year the students master their 
multiplication and division facts and are 
introduced to decimals and fractions. 

Social Studies 
Communities 

 
Supplemental 

Materials 

Scott Foresman 

The majority of the year is spent studying 
communities both in the US and abroad.  
We also learn about immigrants and their 
cultures, government, laws and reading 
maps. 

Science 
A Closer Look 

 
Supplemental 

Materials 

Macmillan/McGraw-
Hill 

Throughout the year students study: living 
things, ecosystems, Earth and its resources, 
weather and space, matter and energy. 
Students use the scientific method to ask 
questions and draw conclusions. Projects 
and tests will be used for grading purposes.  

English Language Arts 

Reading 
Reading Street  Scott Foresman 

 Our reading program Reading Street 
explores various genre including: 
biographies, expository texts, folktales, 
realistic fiction, dramas and poetry. 

Writing 

 6 Plus 1 Traits of 
Writing 

  

St. Mary of the Lakes teaches the 6 + 1 traits 
of writing throughout the school.  Each trait 
is introduced and practiced.  We begin with 
graphic organizers to write rough drafts. The 
rough draft is revised and edited by 
teacher/student writing conferences.  
Students then write a final draft.   

Reading

Writing
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Grammar 
Vocabulary 
Workshop 

 
Supplemental 

Materials 
 
 

Sadlier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students reinforce their knowledge of 
the different parts of speech through 
application/writing. Throughout the year 
the following skills are mastered; 
capitalization, punctuation, sentence 
structure, four types of sentences, nouns, 
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, and 
possessives.   

Phonics/Spelling 

Reading Street  Scott Foresman 

Through direct instruction, students 
reinforce their knowledge of long/short 
vowel sounds, digraphs, diphthongs, and 
vowel/consonant patterns.    Word lists are 
grouped by spelling patterns. Tests are 
administered at the completion of each 
reading story.  

Handwriting 
Handwriting Zaner-Bloser 

The students spend the year learning the 
lower and upper case cursive alphabet and 
apply this skill in daily practice.  

Foreign 
Language     

Spanish club is offered to students after 
school. 

Music 

Making Music 
 

Music 
Connection 

Silver Burdett 

Our music program is designed to foster a 
lifelong appreciation of music. Through 
hands on participation the children will 
learn the concepts of music. Children love to 
sing and we have many opportunities each 
week to learn new songs, seasonal music 
and patriotic songs. Students in K to 2 are 
introduced to the primary elements of 
music: melody, tempo, beat, meter and 
dynamics through fun activities.  Students in 
3rd grade are taught to play the recorder 
and read music during class in preparation 
for learning a band instrument in 4th grade, 
if the student so chooses. 

Grammar



Art 

SRA Art 
Connections & 
Scholastics Art 

Magazine 

  

Art at St. Mary of the Lakes is meant to 
introduce children to many tools and 
methods available for further exploration. 
The Arts are available for everyone, not just 
the talented, and require interaction with 
subject matter, tools, challenges and 
discipline.  Continuing the study of lines, 
shapes and colors, 3rd grade students will 
use perspective and proportions, emphasis 
and contrast to create depth and texture in 
their art work.  Watercolor, crayon, chalk 
pastel, printmaking and weaving are 
explored. Students learn about the "Artists 
of the Month" as well as the Elements and 
Principles of Art. 

Library Skills 

Various   

Students attend library class once a week. 
Third graders may take out two books at a 
time and they have three weeks to return 
them. They are introduced to the library 
software program, Alexandria, our online 
catalog system.  They are taught how to 
access library information such as: if the 
book is in, how many copies are available, 
information about the book, publisher, etc. 
that can be accessed using the internet.   
Students use their shelf markers and 
practice the proper way to take a book off 
of the shelf and return it if they do not want 
it. They now have access to the entire 
library except for the Young Adult and Easy 
Reader sections.   Students are taught 
where different books are located in the 
library and how to find them using the call 
numbers.  Research skills begin in grade 3. 
Some library classes are coordinated to go 
along with the classroom curriculum. 



Technology 

    

As our students become the bearers of 
Christ's light to the world, it is important, in 
the area of technology, to learn to evaluate 
the content they uncover and be 
responsible for the content they create. Our 
goal is to encourage students to think for 
themselves and apply the teachings of Christ 
to the ethical decisions they make. We 
challenge students to spread the Good 
News far and wide. The impact of 
technology on an information-intense 
society directly relates to the education of 
our students. The student's ability to 
understand and to use technology 
effectively is fundamental. Technology, as a 
tool for learning, necessitates a broader 
understanding of when and how to apply 
these tools. Therefore, the aim of our 
program is to develop competence in using 
and applying a broad range of technologies 
to support lifelong learning. (See attached 
Technology Curriculum supplement) 

Physical 
Education 

    

Children participate in PE weekly which 
facilitates children’s physical, cognitive and 
social development through lessons 
designed to sequentially develop skills 
appropriate to their ability and confidence 
levels. 

Grading System:  

93-100 A    

85-92 B    

76-84 C    

70-75 D    

<70 F    

                            
  

 

 


